
, rv»ai- t claim as new and to 
Having described my invention, what I 

secure by letters patent is as follows: 
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! A method for compet^ive bidding by vendors of 
customized 9 oods or serviLs, comprising steps of: 

receiving a vendor record from at least one o sad 

~^X\ havinq a vendor identifier 
vendors, said vendor recorti having 

-r^r-l and a vendor capability data 
data representing a vendorl ana a 

,. 1Uv 0 t S aid vendor to provide a 
identifying a capability or saiu 

customized goods or services; 

• w a*** Irotn said buyer, said job data 
receiving a 30b da«_a arom sa 1 

having a buyer identifier lata representing sa.d buyer 
and a Job descriptor data Representing a custom 3 ob for 
which said buyer wishes a Aic. quote or bid, 

comparing said vendor Lcords to sa.d 3 ob data, 

L ^€ c^id vendor records as 
identifying at least o|ie of said 

qualified for receiving an 
said comparison; 

transmitting a solicit|« 

Vend ° r; L „ data from at least one of 

receiving a bid respoise data from 

transmitting step transmitted 



said vendors to which sai 



invitation for bid, based on 
ation to said at least one 



• M id bid response data identifying 

said solicitation, said t>i a re^ 

ch e vendor it was received from and a bid prrce; 

identifying a candidate bid from said receded bxd 
da ta, based on comparative vaiues of said bi d price., 

outputting to said buyer a vendor select. 

" a**t* and said candidate 

identifying said bid response data and 

bld '' rtata from said buyer, said 

receiving an approval data tro 

an approval of said vendor 



data representing one of — . . 

corresponding to said candidate bid and an approva! of 
another of said vendors; and represenced by 

transmitting an ordpr no 
said approval data, 
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2 A method according to claxm 1, 

w L t- a further includes a selection 
wherein said D ob tata further 
• ^ra said selection criteria specifying at 
criteria data, saia se^c 

,w rkme a vendor capaoility, a 
least one of a vendor rfeme , a said v£ndor , 

descriptor of an ownership characteristic o 
/descriptor of a unionltatus of said vendor, ana a 
vendor geographical location ^ 

wherein said comparison is perr 
with said selection criteria data. 

rlaim 1 further comprising 
3 . A method according do claim 

steps of: 1 ^ = t-= according to 

ranking said received bid response data 

said represented bid pride; and 

publishing an information data to 
. • „id selected vendor and the rank order value 
identifying said select^ 

of said received bid date.. 



4 . A method according 

steps of: 

ranking said recei 
said represented bid pr 

publishing an in 
identifying said selec 
of said received bid res; 



.-o claim 2 further comprising 



.ved 



i c 



5 a method according 

steps of : 

ranking said recei 
said represented bid prf. 



format 



t€:d 



bid response data according to 
e ; and 

.ion data to other vendors 
vendor and the rank order value 
iponse data. 



to claim 3 further comprising 



d bid response data according to 
ce ; and 



re. 
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publishing an i 
identifying said sel 
of said received bid 



\ , ara to other vendors 

^formation data ^ value 

5Cted vendor and the 
res ponse data. 




• ^ c =id vendor 
Wto claim 2, wherein said 
A method according idenC ified vendor's 

capability each of a plurality of 

3 capability to good s. 

4 different type? 

, - m 1 further comprising 
A method according \to claim 

• co sail central data server a completion 
inputting into said! 
o£ job data; t data server to said 

transmitting from p gaid bid price; 

buyer an invoice for ?*±^ °^ d buyer into an escrow 
inputting a payment \£r. accounts payable 

3 account serving as a sin 3p * payments,- 
9 destination for the buyerjs v ^ ^ account to 

« " anS£ T I'd 3 v^cl "corresponding to the invoice 

u an account of sax -j 
12 payment data. 
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8 . A method according 

steps of : 

adding the cost to 
associated with each job 
vendor payment invoice p 

invoice ; 

allocating and dist 

e caid invoice 
payment of saia 

transaction fee data to 
and transmitting a remai 
account of said vendor 



o claim 7, 



further comprising 



■ „ i-hp invention 
h e buyer of co che 

as a iob transaction fee t 

io r to buyer approval of 

touting a data representing 
)V transmitting the 3 ob 
Astern. administration account 

Z vendor payment data to an 
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I , m 2 further comprising 
9 . .method according (oclai. 2, 

steps of : 
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• ro said central data server a completion 
inputting into saip cew- 

of job data; i c^-id 

* m <Lid central data server to saia 
transmitting from steid .cencr* 

oavtaent of said bid price; 
huver an invoice for payment 

Duyer an j. i buver into an escrow 

inputting a payment \ from said buyer 



• „ a single-source accounts payable 
8 account serving as a single 



Ct<w ^^^-L ^ ^w- ~ — I 

• for- rhe buver'te vendor payments; 

destination for the Duyei r 
transferring a p.y~At fro. said escrow account to 
an account of said vendor ^responding to the xavoxc. 
payment data. 
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10. A method according to 

steps of: 

adding the cost to th< 
associated with each job a 
vendor payment invoice pri 

invoice ; 

allocating and distri 
payment of said invoice by 
transaction fee data to a 
and transmitting a remaind 
account of said vendor. 



claim 9, further comprising 

buyer of using the invention 
a job transaction fee to the 
r to buyer approval of the 

[uting a data representing 
transmitting the job 
i ys tem administration account 
:r vendor payment data to an 



It .;,r, ■>. further comprising 
H. A method according to | claim 3, furtn 

StSPS •„ Antral data server a completion 

inputting into said central 

of job data; , data server to sa id 

transmitting from saiB cencra 

I _ c cAid bid price; 
ouyer an invoice for parent * ^ escrow 

inputting a payment drom 



l ™ as a singl - -source accounts payable 

8 account serving as a smgi«- 

for- rhe buver' if vendor payments: 

9 destination for the Duyej. 



1 
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transferring a payment from said escrow account to 
count of said vendor corresponding to the invoice 



an ac 
payment data 



12 . A method accordi 
steps of: 

adding the cost t 
associated with each j 
vendor payment invoic 
invoice ; 

allocating and di 
payment of said invoic 
transaction fee data t 



ug to claim 11, further comprising 



o the buyer of using the invention 
ob as a job transaction fee to the 
prior to buyer approval of the 



stributing a data representing 
e by transmitting the job 
o a system administration account 
and "transmitting a remainder vendor payment data to an 
account of said vendor. 



13. A method according to claim 1, further comprising a 

calculating a job milestone data based on said buyer's 
job data. 



14 . A me 



thod according to claim 2, further comprising a 



step of: 

calculating a job milestone data based on said buyer's 
job data. 

15. A method according to claim 3, further comprising a 

calculating a job milestone data based on said buyer's 
job data. 

16. A method according to claim 13 further comprising 

^^"generating a job progress verification request based 
on said job milestone data; and 
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receiving a data representing a job progress 
corresponding to said Job progress verification request. 

a-^ t-r, rlaim 14 further comprising 
17. A method according to claim 

StSPS • k „„ro SS verification request based 

generating a 30b progress verui 

on said job milestone data; and 

receiving a data representing a job progress 
corresponding to said 30b progress verification request. 

i ^ it: further comprising 
18. A method according to claim 15 furtner 

StepS ° f: oHficatio n request based 

generating a job progress verification r q 

on said job milestone data; and 

receiving a data representing a job progress 
corresponding to said job progress verification request. 

19 . A method according to claim 1 further comprising a 
steP of creating a web lite having areas for at least one 
of a group consisting oj said buyer and said vendors to 

ViSlt ' and - . of receiving a vendor record comprises 
wherein step of rei.eiviny 

a step of said vendor visiting said web site and 
inputting said record u|>ing a web browser. 



A methc 
wherein saic 



>thod accord^ to claim 1, 

id job^a includes a preferred vendor 
3 data identifying ^least one preferred vendor and 

wherein sa^tep of transmitting a soli cita ion ^ 
, includes tIZitting said solicitation to said at least 
6 one preferred vendor 
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.rec 

21 Method according to claim 1 wherein saxd bid 
response data represents a proposed alternative 
specification for said custom Job represented * ..id 
soiicitation data and further comprising a step 
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• j alte mative specifications; 

response data as ^-; alternative 
said invitation for bid, based o 
specification approval data. 

oArive bidding by vendors of 
22 /K system for competitive 

^led goods and setvices = ^ ^ stQrage; 
A g enerai purpose * £ vendor record s 

me ans for inputting a plurality 



into said data storage 
having a vendor identi 



means for input t: 
storage, said job data 
identifying a buyer, a 
custom job, and a sel" 
means for generat 
pool data represent in 



each of said vendor records 
ker data identifying a vendor and 
having a vendor iaen.x£ier d capabi lities of 

a vendor capability data representing 

Sald Vend ° r ' ng a job data into said data 

having a buyer identifier data 
job description data describing a 

ction criteria data; 

^at-a said vendor 
ing a vendor pool data, 

, m rec ords qualified to bid on 
P ool data represent,™ ve* «c r£presenCed by t he 

sai d custo. 1*. H^ f ^ based on a -tch of at 
vendor ^^^t stin, c« said buyer identifier 

least one o£ a group Q and said selection 

data, said lob descr.ptxon data, ^ ^ cQnsisCing o£ 
criteria data to at lekst one identifier 
said vendor qualification data and 

data; \ sollc itation to the vendors 

me ans for trans^ttmg a . 

represented by vendor ricords - 

m eans for ^" i "\^^ eh being fro. a 
colter a plurality of br ^ cransm itted, each 

vendor to which said solicrtatro 
ot said bid data representing a fcrd P«ce, 
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means for identifying/a bid data from said received 
bid data having the lowe/t represented bid price; 

means for outputt^ng to said buyer a selected vendor 
data representing th/ identity of the vendor 
corresponding to t/e lowest bid data identified by said 

identifying meai 

means f oi/receiving an approval data from said 
buyer, the ^proval data indicating an approval of one of 
said vended represented by said selected vendor data or 
anothei/ of said vendors 

'means for transmitting an order to the vendor 
represented by said received approval data. 

23. A system according to claim 22, wherein said means 
for receiving a plurality of vendor records includes a 
web host, and a web browser associated with at least one 
of said buyer and said vendors . 



A method for compe 



tiltive bidding by vendors of 



customized goods or servi 
receiving a job dat 



distributing to a p 
electronic publishing, a 
representing said custom 



said plurality of vendor 
identifying the vendor i 
price, and an alternativ 



ces, comprising steps of: 
a from said buyer, said job data 
having a buyer identified data representing said buyer, 
and a job descriptor data representing a custom job for 
which said buyer wishes f price quote or bid; 

urality of vendors, by 
job advertising data 
job; 



receiving a bid response data from at least one of 



said bid response data 
t was received from , a bid 
specification data representing 
a proposed deviation froL said job descriptor data; 

identifying a selected bid from said received bid 
response data, based on comparative values of said bid 
price and said alternative specification data; 
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18 transmitting an carder to the vendor represented by 

said selected bid; 

20 generating a jv6b milestone data based on said job 

21 descriptor data; amd 

22 receiving iob progress data from said vendor 

23 represented by/said selected bid. 
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